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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tine fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
6/03/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. This action is responsive to an Amendment filed 6/03/2008. Claims 1-31 are 
pending. Claims 1,18, and 25 are amended. Claim 32 is cancelled. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-31 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 1-3, 11, 13, 16, 18-21, 23, and 25-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Aral et al. (Patent # US 6486920 B2) in view of Wood et al. 
(Pub # US 2005/0047752). 

As to claim 1, Aral discloses a method of presenting channel content in a 
distributed network having a client device (e.g., receiver 100; Fig. 73) and a server 
device (e.g., center system 1000; Fig. 73), the method comprising: 

evaluating tagged content (e.g., searching program information matched search 
condition) (see col. 8, lines 50-65; Fig. 1 and 3); 

creating a personalized channel at the client device, wherein the personalized 
channel comprises content from two or more predetermined channels (e.g., user enter 
search condition to create "my channel") (see col. 9, lines 17-35; col. 10, lines 6-32; Fig. 
4); 

displaying the content on the personalized channel (see col. 9, lines 17-35; Fig. 

4). 

Arai does not specifically disclose the user selected search condition including 
content rating. 

Wood discloses a user profile comprising user selected criteria, wherein the user 

selected criteria comprises at least one content rating to exclude; wherein the 
personalized channel excludes content based on the at least one content rating in the 
user profile (see paragraph 0042); 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary sl<ill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide content rating as taught by Wood to the 
personal channel system of Aral to provide a personalized channel that a user could 
enter different search criteria. 

As to claim 18, Aral discloses a method of displaying a programming guide of 
channel content in a distributed network having a client device (e.g., receiver 100; Fig. 
73) and a server device (e.g., center system 1000; Fig. 73), the method comprising: 

receiving tag information prior to receiving associated content (e.g., program 
information) (see col. 8, lines 15-24); 

evaluating tag information, wherein evaluating tag information comprises 
implementing a user profile comprising a stored profile of preferences, wherein the 
stored profile of preferences comprises user selected criteria (e.g., searching program 
information matched search condition, such as program fee less than 100 yen) (see col. 
8, lines 45-65; col. 9, line 55-col. 10, line 32; Fig. 1 and 3); 

displaying a personalized programming guide at the client device, wherein the 
personalized programming guide displays a preferred subset of available content (see 
col. 9, lines 17-35; Fig. 4). 

Wood discloses user selected criteria comprising at least one content rating to 
exclude; wherein the personalized channel excludes content based on the at least one 
content rating in the user profile (see paragraph 0042); 
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As to claim 25, Arai discloses a system for displaying personalized channel 
information comprising: 

a receive module (e.g., receiving section 1; Fig. 1) that receives tag information, 
wherein the tag information is associated with content that may be viewed by a user of 

the system; 

an analysis module (e.g., search section 4; Fig. 1) that analyzes the tag 
information and modifies the display of the tag information (e.g., generating a "my 
channel" list), the analysis module being configured to implementing a user profile 
comprising user selected criteria (see col. 8, lines 45-65; col. 9, line 55-col. 10, line 32); 

a display module (e.g., program guide display section 6) for displaying the 
modified tag information (see col. 9, lines 17-35; Fig. 4). 

a profile interface module (e.g., search condition input section 3; Fig. 1) that 
accesses the user profile (e.g., user entered search criteria) and provides tag 
information to the analysis module (e.g., search section 4; Fig. 1), the analysis module 
using the profile tag information in selecting content to add to the personalized channel 
(e.g., searching program information matched search condition to create "my channel") 
(see col. 8, lines 50-65; col. 9, lines 17-35; col. 10, lines 6-32; Fig. 1,3, 4); 

Wood discloses user selected criteria comprising at least one content rating to 
exclude (see paragraph 0042); 

As to claim 2, Arai discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the tagged content is 
received from the server device and wherein the method further comprises: 
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parsing the tagged content to evaluate tlie tags (e.g., searching program 
information matched search condition) (see col. 8, lines 50-65; Fig. 1 and 3); 

wherein the act of creating a personalized channel comprises repackaging 
content into the personalized channel (e.g., switching between channels to generate 
personal channel) (see col. 9, lines 35-45). 

As to claim 3, Aral discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the tagged content is 
received from the server device and wherein the method further comprises: 

parsing the tagged content to evaluate the tags (e.g., searching program 
information matched search condition) (see col. 8, lines 50-65; Fig. 1 and 3); 

wherein the act of creating a personalized channel comprises automatically 
redirecting selected content to the user (e.g., switching between channels to generate 
personal channel; it is done by the receiver) (see col. 9, lines 35-45). 

As to claim 1 1 , Aral discloses the method of claim 1 , further comprising: creating 
a second personalized channel (e.g., my channel 2; Fig. 6), the second personalized 
channel comprising content from two or more predetermined channels, wherein second 
channel comprises at least some content not in the first personalized content (see col. 
9, lines 55-67; Fig. 6). 

As to claims 13 and 16, they contain the limitations of claims 1 and 1 1 and are 
analyzed as previously discussed with respect to claims 1 and 1 1 above. 
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As to claim 19, Arai discloses the method of claim 18 wherein the preferred 
subset is based on the user profile (e.g., searching program information matched 
search condition selected by user) (see col. 8, lines 45-65; col. 10, lines 6-32; Fig. 1 and 
3). 

As to claim 20, Arai discloses a the method of claim 18, wherein the personalized 
programming guide blocks content tags associated with content to be excluded, as 

identified in the user profile (e.g., only program information matched search condition in 
the search result; i.e., blocking not matched information) (see col. 8, lines 45-65; Fig. 1 
and 3). 

As to claim 21 , Arai discloses the method of in claim 18 wherein the personalized 
programming guide displays at least one personalized channel (e.g., my channel 1 and 
2; Fig. 6). 

As to claim 23, it contains the limitations of claim 18 and is analyzed as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 18 above. 

As to claim 26, Arai discloses the system of claim 25, wherein the modified tag 
information (e.g., generating a "my channel" list) displayed is an abbreviated 
programming guide (see col. 9, lines 17-35; Fig. 4). 
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As to claim 27, Arai discloses the system of claim 26, wherein the abbreviated 
programming guide displays personalized channel data (e.g., my channel data) (see 
col. 9, lines 17-35; Fig. 4). 

As to claim 28, Arai discloses the system of claim 27 further comprising: 
a user input/output module (e.g., remote controller 9) that receives personalized 
channel content selections to be added to the personalized channel, wherein the 
analysis module adds the selected content to the personalized channel (e.g., user 
selecting a program add to personal channel) (see col. 10, lines 35-42). 

As to claim 29, Arai discloses the system of in claim 27 further comprising: 
a profile Interface module (e.g., search condition Input section 3) that accesses 
the user profile and provides tag information to the analysis module (e.g., search 
section 4; Fig. 1), the analysis module uses the profile tag information in selecting 
content to add to the personalized channel (see col. 8, lines 50-65; col. 10, lines 6-11). 

As to claim 30, Aral discloses the system of claim 25, wherein the modified tag 
Information (e.g., generating a "my channel" list) comprises a personalized channel of 
content (see col. 8, lines 45-65). 
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As to claim 31 , it contains the limitations of claim 28 and is analyzed as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 28 above. 

6. Claims 4-10, 12, 14-15, 17, 22, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Aral in view of Wood et al. (Pub # US 2005/0047752), And 
further in view of Labeeb et al. (Pub # US 2003/0093792 Al ). 

As to claim 4, Aral discloses user preferences. 

Aral and Wood do not specifically disclose the personal channel is created 
automatically through the user profile. 

Labeeb discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the personalized channel is 
automatically created through use of the profile, wherein the user profile comprising a 
stored data structure (e.g., database 116) identifying user preferences and wherein the 
evaluating act compares incoming tag information with the profile to determine which 
content to add to the new channel (e.g., personal preference database generated by 
user's viewing habits) (see paragraph 0067, 0073, 0104-0106). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide automatically generated profile as taught by 
Labeeb to the personal channel system of Aral as modified by Wood because it allows 
the viewer to select one of the plurality of received TV programs for viewing, and 
responding to the viewer selection by controlling the programming displayed to the 
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viewer in accordance witli tlie viewer selection and with previously determined viewing 
preferences of the viewer (see paragraph 0003). 

As to claim 5, Labeeb discloses the method of claim 4 wherein the user profile 
further comprises exclusion information and wherein content is not added to the 
personalized channel when tag information associated with the content matches 
exclusion information in the user profile (e.g., filtering out Ads that not be interesting to 
the viewer) (see paragraph 0067, 0073, 0104-0106, 3010). 

As to claim 6, Labeeb discloses the method of claim 4 wherein the preference 
information comprises preferences as to the type of content and the rating of the 
content (see paragraph 0353). 

As to claim 7, Labeeb disclose the method of claim 4 further comprising: 
manually creating the user profile (e.g., viewer created profile) (see paragraph 0207). 

As to claim 8, Labeeb discloses the method of claim 4 further comprising: 
automatically creating the user profile based on historical information (e.g., personal 
preference database generated by user's viewing habits) (see paragraph 0067, 0073, 
0104-0106). 
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As to claim 9, Labeeb discloses the method of claim 8 further comprising: 
automatically updating the user profile based on updated historical information (e.g., 
personal preference database generated by user's viewing habits) (see paragraph 
0067, 0073, 0104-0106, 0112, 0114). 

As to claim 10, Labeeb discloses the method of in claim 1 wherein the 
personalized channel is manually created and updated (e.g., every time the viewer 
updates the profile it will change the personal channel settings) (see paragraph 0207). 

As to claim 12, Labeeb discloses the method of claim 1 1 further comprising: 
accessing the first personalized channel using a first access code; and accessing the 
second personalized channel using a second access code, the second access code 
being different from the first access code (e.g., the personal channel is based on user's 
profile, each user has different profile, and each user has a password to login the 
system; i.e., user Bob has a password, user Susan has a password) (see page 145- 
146). 

As to claims 14-15 and 17, they contain the limitations of claims 9-10,12 and are 
analyzed as previously discussed with respect to claims 9-10, 12 above. 

As to claim 22, Aral discloses the method of claim 21 wherein the programming 
guide scrolls through the predetermined channels, wherein the method further 



Application/Control Number: 10/726,727 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2623 

comprises: continuously displaying the at least one personalized channels (it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to continuously displaying the personalized channels in order to provide a continually 
broadcast channel and user does not need to go through the program guide to pick the 
program). 

As to claim 24, it contains the limitations of claim 22 and is analyzed as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 22 above. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Novak et al. (Patent # US 7103905 B2) is cited to teach personal channel. 

Traw et al. (Pub # US 2003/0066090 Al) is cited to teach personalized channel. 

Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jun Fei Zhong whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1708. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 7:30-5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on 571-272-7304. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 



